A Letter From the Editors: Introduction to the September 2006 Issue
Adrian E. Park, MD, and Lee Swanstrom, MD
From Adrian Park
Change is indeed the only sure thing. As you may have already gathered from this issue of Surgical Innovation, the journal has undergone some recent significant changes.
Those of us committed to innovation accept and even welcome change. It is inevitable, so best to seek and seize upon the opportunities it presents. The journal has a new publisher, and I certainly welcome the fresh look the journal has received as well as the considerable potential that these changes afford. Such change, even this early in our history, gives pause for reflection and evaluation of our current course and vision.
Considering our brief history of publication, on balance, I am well pleased. Any surgeon immersed in medical publication, as either a regular author or editor, knows how much work it can be, particularly for a start-up effort. I am especially indebted to the associate editors of Surgical Innovation who have helped me in shouldering the load of bringing each journal issue to print.
As I cast my eye across the surgical publication landscape, past and present, I am struck by the effectiveness and durability of certain editorial partnerships, for example, Cameron & Kelly, Sarr & Warshaw, and MacFadyen & Cuschieri. I suspect that the encouragement, accountability, and energy at work in those partnerships have served their respective journals very well and contributed in no small part to their enduring successes.
I am convinced that Surgical Innovation will enjoy such benefit and durable success by establishing such a partnership early in its publishing course. To that end, I have asked Lee Swanstrom to join me as editor of the journal. As an internationally recognized leader in minimally invasive therapy and as an imaginative and productive researcher, Dr Swanstrom needs no introduction to our readers. Dr Swanstrom, a medieval English undergraduate, has a prolific publication history that attests, among other things, to his love of writing. Furthermore, he shares with me a vision of this journal as both a chronicle and stimulus of innovation in surgery (and related fields) and as an engaging and relevant voice for current and emerging surgical generations. It is my pleasure and delight to join with the editorial board in welcoming Lee Swanstrom as co-editor of Surgical Innovation.
From Lee Swanstrom
The words surgery and innovation have a natural affinity rooted in the modern history of medicine. Many of the signature medical advances over the past century and a half have had their origin with a surgical investigator-acting either as a scientist or a clinicianin search of better patient care. Antisepsis, cancer treatment, trauma care, transplant, and, more recently, flexible endoscopy and laparoscopy are just a few examples of the pioneering efforts of surgeons. This is a heritage that the average hard-working practitioner or busy academic seldom stops to consider, and yet it permeates our field as much as any other surgical doctrine that has been passed down to us. It is part of the typical surgeon to always question what we do and for all of us, in our day-to-day practices, to think of better ways or better devices.
Today, surgical innovation no longer means only creating a new procedure or designing a new surgical tool. The demands on surgeons today are great and are not confined to questions of operative technique or disease processes. Surgeons are actively creating new paradigms for education, such as simulation, leading the way in outcomes measures (NISQIP), and playing a leadership role in shaping the future of surgery.
Surgical Innovation has established itself as a resource for surgeons to keep up to date with what is happening in all aspects of surgery. It serves also as a voice for the forward-thinking and the everquestioning surgeons who push the art and practice of surgery forward. Adrian Park, in many ways, exemplifies the surgical innovator and has done a wonderful job of making this vision a reality. I am pleased and honored to join Adrian as editor of Surgical Innovation and look forward to helping make this the journal that speaks to the current generation of surgeons. 164 Surgical Innovation / Vol. 13, No. 3, September 2006 
Note From the Publisher
We are delighted to announce that this prestigious journal, Surgical Innovation, has joined the SAGE Publications family. This recent acquisition strengthens SAGE's position as a leading medical journal publisher and complements SAGE's existing portfolio of well-respected medical journals. As the leading journal in its field, we are confident that Surgical Innovation will continue to be the core reference for minimally invasive surgery and innovative surgical practice that you have come to expect.
During the transition, Surgical Innovation has experienced some unexpected delays in publication. We at SAGE are working with the editors and editorial board to ensure that you receive your issues in a more timely fashion in the future. Remember that the editors are always interested in receiving your high-quality papers. Please consider submitting your original work to Surgical Innovation.
